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THE PROFILE

Who Is Emma Watson?

Emma Charlotte Duerre Watson is an English actor and public

figure who became internationally known as Hermione

Granger in the Harry Potter film series. Her career later

expanded into independent dramas, major studio productions,

fashion work and public advocacy. What distinguishes her

public story is the combination of a childhood acting career

with a sustained interest in education and gender equality.

QUICK BIO

FULL NAME Emma Charlotte Duerre Watson

BORN 15 April 1990

BIRTHPLACE Paris, France

NATIONALITY British

KNOWN FOR Hermione Granger; Beauty and the Beast;

Little Women

EDUCATION Brown University; study at Worcester

College, Oxford

WORK Actor, model, activist

Born in Paris to English lawyers Chris Watson and Jacqueline

Luesby, Watson moved to Oxfordshire as a young child after

her parents separated. She attended the Dragon School and

later Headington School in Oxford. Alongside ordinary

schoolwork, she trained in acting, singing and dancing at

Stagecoach Theatre Arts.

Her early training was practical rather than celebrity-focused:

school productions and theatre classes gave her a foundation

before the film industry entered her life.
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THE BREAKTHROUGH

A Generation Grew Up With

Hermione

Watson’s professional screen career began with Harry Potter

and the Philosopher’s Stone (released as Sorcerer’s Stone in

the United States) in 2001. She was cast as Hermione Granger

after auditions during which she had little professional film

experience. Hermione’s intelligence, preparation and moral

courage made her one of the story’s central characters.

Watson returned for all eight films, from the first adventure

through Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2 (2011).

Audiences watched the young cast grow up across a decade

of production. The role brought worldwide recognition, major

awards attention and a lasting association with a character

who valued books, logic and fairness.

BEYOND THE WAND

The Potter years were also a demanding education in craft.

Watson worked with an ensemble cast, developed her

performance across a long-running story and balanced filming

with school tutoring. The experience became the foundation

for a career in which she would later choose roles quite

different from the fantasy franchise.

A defining transition came as the series ended: how could an

actor move beyond a character loved by millions? Watson’s

next choices would test a broader range of genres and screen

identities.

KEY MILESTONES

2001 — Philosopher’s Stone

2002 — Chamber of Secrets

2004 — Prisoner of Azkaban

2007 — Order of the Phoenix

2009 — Half-Blood Prince

2010–2011 — Deathly Hallows, Parts 1 and 2
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CAREER

Choosing Life Beyond the Franchise

After the final Harry Potter film, Watson took on projects that

let her explore different tones and characters. In My Week

with Marilyn (2011), she appeared in a period drama; The

Perks of Being a Wallflower (2012) introduced her to a

contemporary coming-of-age story; and Sofia Coppola’s The

Bling Ring (2013) placed her in a satirical crime drama inspired

by real events.

She also appeared in Darren Aronofsky’s biblical epic Noah

(2014), the thriller Regression (2015), Colonia (2015) and the

technology-themed drama The Circle (2017). These projects

showed a deliberate effort to avoid being defined by one role

alone.

A FAIRY-TALE LEAD

In 2017, Watson played Belle in Disney’s live-action Beauty and

the Beast. The film brought her back to a major global

audience while giving her a character remembered for

curiosity, independence and a love of reading. Belle’s

intelligence made the role a natural fit for the public image

Watson had built beyond acting.

AN ENSEMBLE RETURN

Greta Gerwig’s Little Women (2019) cast Watson as Meg

March, the eldest March sister. The film’s ensemble approach

placed her alongside a new generation of acclaimed

performers and revisited themes of family, ambition, money

and women’s choices.

Her filmography is not defined only by box-office scale.

Across it, Watson has moved between fantasy, comedy,

drama, literary adaptation and socially conscious projects.
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PUBLIC VOICE

Education, Equality and Speaking

Up

Watson continued her education while working as an actor.

She enrolled at Brown University in the United States and

graduated in 2014 with a bachelor’s degree in English

literature. She also studied at Worcester College, Oxford,

during the 2011–2012 academic year. Her choice to remain a

student while internationally famous became a notable part of

her public story.

In July 2014, Watson was appointed a UN Women Goodwill

Ambassador. That September, she spoke at the United

Nations in support of HeForShe, a campaign encouraging men

and boys to take part in the work of achieving gender equality.

The speech helped bring the campaign to a broad

international audience.

WHAT ADVOCACY MEANS

The public-facing work has included discussions of women’s

rights, girls’ education, representation and the responsibility

shared across society. The message of HeForShe is that

equality is not only a women’s issue; it requires participation

from people of all genders.

Watson has also supported initiatives and conversations

around sustainable fashion. Her advocacy is part of a wider

pattern in which she uses interviews, public appearances and

organisational roles to connect celebrity attention with social

issues.

A CAREFUL DISTINCTION

An ambassadorial role is not the same as speaking for every

person affected by an issue. Watson’s contribution is best

understood as helping amplify campaigns and encouraging

public discussion, alongside the work of organisers,

researchers and community advocates.
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STYLE FILE

Fashion With a Point of View

Watson’s fashion profile developed alongside her acting

career. She became associated with major fashion houses,

including Burberry and Lancôme campaigns, and worked with

People Tree, a fair-trade fashion label, on a collection that

connected style with ethical production.

Her public appearances have ranged from understated

tailoring to elaborate eveningwear. Rather than one fixed look,

her style has often shifted with the occasion: clean lines and

classic silhouettes for formal events, experimental details on

red carpets, and practical pieces for public-facing work.

SUSTAINABILITY IN THE SPOTLIGHT

Watson has spoken about the environmental and labour

questions that sit behind clothing choices. Sustainable fashion

is a complicated field: claims depend on materials, supply

chains, working conditions, durability and transparency. Her

involvement helped bring these questions into celebrity

fashion coverage, although no single public figure can solve

the industry’s structural challenges.

FROM RED CARPET TO BOARDROOM

From 2020 to 2023, Watson served on the board of directors

of Kering, the luxury group whose portfolio includes major

fashion houses. The appointment reflected an effort to bring

perspectives on sustainability and gender equality into

corporate discussions.

Her fashion story is therefore not only about what she wears.

It also touches on the choices behind garments, how fashion

companies communicate responsibility and the influence that

public figures can have on consumer conversations.
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SCREEN GUIDE

Selected Filmography & Career

Timeline

A concise guide to notable screen roles. This is a selection rather than a complete credits list.

YEAR TITLE ROLE

2001 Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone Hermione Granger

2002 Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets Hermione Granger

2004 Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban Hermione Granger

2007 Ballet Shoes Pauline Fossil

2008 The Tale of Despereaux Princess Pea (voice)

2009 Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince Hermione Granger

2011 My Week with Marilyn Lucy

2012 The Perks of Being a Wallflower Sam

2013 The Bling Ring Nicki

2014 Noah Ila

2015 Colonia / Regression Lena / Angela Gray

2017 Beauty and the Beast Belle

2017 The Circle Mae Holland

2019 Little Women Meg March

CAREER IN CONTEXT

The selected credits trace a path from a long-running fantasy franchise to literary adaptation, contemporary drama

and a live-action musical. The list highlights the variety of projects Watson has taken on, but it should not be read

as a ranking of their quality or importance.

EDITOR’S NOTE

Film titles and roles are summarised from reference sources. Release dates can vary by territory, and some titles

use different release names internationally.
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THE BIG PICTURE

A Career Still Wider Than One Role

Emma Watson’s public profile rests on several overlapping stories: the childhood

performer who became part of a global film phenomenon; the university graduate

who continued to value formal study; the actor who sought work beyond her

best-known character; and the advocate who used an international platform to

discuss gender equality and sustainability.

The clearest measure of her career is not a single headline. It is the way her work

has moved across entertainment, education, fashion and public life. Whether

future projects bring her back to the screen or into other creative roles, the

record already shows a willingness to keep more than one interest in view.

FACT CHECK & SOURCES

This magazine-style profile is an original editorial summary based on publicly

available biographical information. Wikipedia was used as the requested starting

reference; key details were cross-checked against Britannica, UN Women and

other public filmography/biographical sources.

• Wikipedia — Emma Watson: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emma_Watson

• Encyclopaedia Britannica — Emma Watson: https://www.britannica.com/biography/Emma-

Watson

• UN Women — Goodwill Ambassadors: https://www.unwomen.org/en/partnerships/goodwill-

ambassadors/emma-watson

• One Young World — Emma Watson: https://www.oneyoungworld.com/speaker/emma-watson

• Filmography reference: https://www.fandango.com/people/emma-watson-711896/film-credits

PHOTO & RIGHTS NOTE

Images in this edition were supplied by the requester. NYWeekly.co.uk should

verify image ownership, permissions, credits and any publication-specific

licensing requirements before distributing this PDF commercially.
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